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and women who had exited the mili-
tary and then couldn’t find a job. Obvi-
ously, these are men and women who
served valiantly during the longest pe-
riod of war in the history of this coun-
try.

As our Armed Forces continue to
draw down in Afghanistan after nearly
13 years of combat operations—and
those combat operations are scheduled
to cease this year—we have to do ev-
erything we can to ensure that these
servicemembers can find a way to
quickly transition from military to ci-
vilian life and find good jobs in the
process.

We know—and the Presiding Officer
knows very well in his personal capac-
ity—that servicemembers gain incred-
ibly valuable skills while serving in the
military. We make a significant invest-
ment as a society in training each and
every member of our Armed Forces in
a military occupation or specialty,
many of which of have parallel fields in
the civilian workforce.

I have a child in the military now.
Watching the degree of training he un-
dergoes—training that will be very val-
uable for civilian work when he choos-
es to make that transition—and seeing
the kind of training his colleagues un-
dergo as well convinces me of these
great skills that adhere in our mili-
tary. But instead of making it easier
for these servicemembers to get credit
for their skills that would help them as
they transition to civilian life, they
are often continuing to face road-
blocks.

That inspired me to introduce my
first bill as a Senator last year, the
Troop Talent Act of 2013. The Troop
Talent Act required that information
on civilian credentialing opportunities
be made available to servicemembers
during their Active-Duty training and
that information on military training
and experience be provided to civilian
credentialing agencies to help them
understand how the skills for success
in military life transfer directly to the
skills for success in civilian life. If you
are learning to operate heavy equip-
ment in the military, get the commer-
cial driver’s license right when you are
learning it. If you are learning to be a
battlefield medic in the military, get
physician assistant or nursing credits
right when you are getting that. If you
are at the ordnance school at Fort Lee
in Virginia learning to be an ordnance
officer, get the American Welding Soci-
ety’s certificate after you take your
welding class, put it in the personnel
file, and when you get ready to move to
civilian life, you will have credentials
that will be understood by a civilian
workforce.

I am proud that key parts of the bill
were signed into law as part of the na-
tional defense authorization bill we
passed in December, and with this in-
formation servicemembers will be more
prepared to transfer into civilian life.
They will have a better sense of what
skills servicemembers possess as they
enter civilian life. So the passage of
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this Troop Talent Act was for me a
first step, but there are many more
steps we have to take to tackle this
problem of veterans’ unemployment.

In speaking with military leadership,
servicemembers and veterans, I have
learned there are some additional bar-
riers to the employment of our vet-
erans that deal with how tuition assist-
ance monies can be used by those in ac-
tive service. One is the cost of fees as-
sociated with getting credentials while
on Active Duty. Those costs of creden-
tials are not covered by the current
military tuition assistance program.

Some military members transfer out
of the service and they decide to pursue
a degree at a college or university, but
others are ready to immediately enter
the workforce with the skills they ob-
tained through military training.
Again, to use the example I started
with earlier, if you are a logistics ord-
nance officer training in Fort Lee in
Virginia, you take metalworking
courses, you take welding courses, and
those are the kinds of skills in very
significant demand in the American
manufacturing sector right now. Those
individuals often have an ability—they
certainly have the skills—to get good
jobs when they leave. But they often
lack something important. They lack
the credential the civilian workforce
understands—in this case an American
Welding Society credential, for exam-
ple.

Currently, the military tuition as-
sistance program provides Active-Duty
servicemembers financial assistance up
to $4,500 in aggregate per fiscal year for
postsecondary courses or degree pro-
grams. While you are in service, you
can take degree programs, and up to
$4,500 a year, those degree programs
and courses will be supported by the
military tuition assistance program.
But despite the success of this pro-
gram, certification and license fees are
not allowed to be paid with tuition as-
sistance benefits.

So in other words, if you are in the
military and you want to take a col-
lege course, you can get paid. If you
are in the military and you want to
pass a welding certificate exam to be a
welder, the tuition assistance program
will not pay for that. This is a chal-
lenge because these credentialing
exams can cost significantly out-of-
pocket, often $300 to $500, and many of
our enlisted men and women don’t have
that. It is really inequitable we would
allow Active-Duty military to draw
down up to $4,500 for college courses
but not draw down one penny to get a
credential for a technical skill they
maintain.

This is part of a larger societal issue.
I think we value college and commu-
nity college in a way we do not or have
not traditionally valued career and
technical education programs. So
many of our programs—Pell grants and
Stafford loans, GI bill benefits—often
can be used more easily for community
college or 4-year colleges than they can
be used for even the highest quality ca-
reer and technical programs.
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That is why today I am introducing
the Credentialing Improvement for
Troop Talent, or CREDIT Act. The leg-
islation will go into that military tui-
tion assistance program and expand
the authority of the program so that it
can cover credentialing expenses for
those military men and women who
want to move into career and technical
fields. It will give servicemembers the
means to pay for credentials while they
are still on Active-Duty and before
they transition into civilian workforce.

In addition, the legislation will en-
sure the credentials our servicemem-
bers earn are of the highest quality and
that they are recognized by national
and international standards, and not
offered by shady or sort of fly-by-night
organizations that simply want to
pocket money that our military men
and women are entitled to in order to
help them get an education for them-
selves.

We in Virginia have seen firsthand
how the skills and talents of the men
and women who serve our country can
benefit our workforce and contribute
to our economy. We make a huge in-
vestment in our servicemembers, and it
is a disservice not only to them but
also to our Nation not to take advan-
tage of the skills we bestow on these
men and women once they transition
to civilian life. We have to, all of us,
Mr. President, stay focused on this. It
is unacceptable for us as a Nation to
look in the mirror and say: Our serv-
icemen and women who served in Iraq
and Afghanistan have an unemploy-
ment rate higher than the national av-
erage, but I guess there is nothing we
can do about that. No, we can do a lot
about it. We can make sure they get
skills while in the military that a ci-
vilian workforce will understand, and
that those skills can also carry with
them credentials that will enable them
to get a quicker traction when they
move into the civilian workforce.

It is unacceptable we are paying $800
million a year in the Federal budget to
pay for unemployment benefits for peo-
ple who exit the military and then
can’t find jobs when they do. We need
steps such as the CREDIT Act and oth-
ers to bring down that veterans’ unem-
ployment rate, to enable people to get
the kinds of jobs that will help them
have a happy and successful life
postservice, and that will enable soci-
ety to take advantage of the great
skills and talents they have.

——————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 446—RECOG-
NIZING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE CONGRESSIONAL DEC-
LARATION OF BOURBON WHIS-
KEY AS A DISTINCTIVE PROD-
UCT OF THE UNITED STATES
Mr. McCONNELL (for himself and

Mr. PAUL) submitted the following res-

olution; which was considered and

agreed to:
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S. RES. 446

Whereas on May 4, 1964, Congress declared
bourbon whiskey a distinctive product of the
United States that is unlike other types of
alcoholic beverages, whether foreign or do-
mestic;

Whereas to be designated as ‘‘bourbon,” a
product must conform to high standards and
be manufactured in accordance with the laws
and regulations of the United States, which
prescribe Federal Standards of Identity for
“bourbon whisky’’;

Whereas bourbon whiskey has achieved
recognition and acceptance throughout the
world as a distinctive product of the United
States;

Whereas Kentucky, the birthplace of bour-
bon, produces 95 percent of the world’s sup-
ply;

Whereas Kentucky’s iconic bourbon brands
are reaching farther than ever, with more
than 30,000,000 gallons shipped to 126 coun-
tries, making bourbon the largest export cat-
egory among all United States distilled spir-
its and a source of national pride;

Whereas bourbon production has increased
by more than 120 percent since 1999, contrib-
uting to the development of a vibrant bour-
bon tourism industry in Kentucky;

Whereas bourbon is a vital part of Amer-
ican culture and the economy, generating
close to 9,000 jobs in Kentucky and almost
$2,000,000,000 in gross Kentucky product in
2010; and

Whereas the bourbon industry continues
its efforts to promote the responsible and
moderate use of its product, and to curb
drunken driving and underage drinking:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes the
50th anniversary of the Congressional dec-
laration of bourbon whiskey as a distinctive
product of the United States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 447—RECOG-
NIZING THE THREATS TO FREE-
DOM OF THE PRESS AND EX-
PRESSION AROUND THE WORLD
AND REAFFIRMING FREEDOM OF
THE PRESS AS A PRIORITY IN
THE EFFORTS OF THE UNITED
STATES GOVERNMENT TO PRO-
MOTE DEMOCRACY AND GOOD
GOVERNANCE

Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr.
RUBIO) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 447

Whereas Article 19 of the United Nations
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
adopted at Paris December 10, 1948, states
that ‘‘everyone has the right to freedom of
opinion and expression; this right includes
freedom to hold opinions without inter-
ference and to seek, receive, and impart in-
formation and ideas through any media and
regardless of frontiers’’;

Whereas, in 1993, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly proclaimed May 3 of each year
as “World Press Freedom Day’’ to celebrate
the fundamental principles of freedom of the
press, to evaluate freedom of the press
around the world, to defend the media from
attacks on its independence, and to pay trib-
ute to journalists who have lost their lives in
the exercise of their profession;

Whereas, on December 18, 2013, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion (A/RES/68/163) on the safety of journal-
ists and the issue of impunity, which un-
equivocally condemns all attacks and vio-
lence against journalists and media workers,
including torture, extrajudicial killings, en-
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forced disappearances, arbitrary detention,
and intimidation and harassment in both
conflict and non-conflict situations;

Whereas 2014 is the 21st anniversary of
World Press Freedom Day, which focuses on
the theme ‘“Media Freedom for a Better Fu-
ture: Shaping the Post-2015 Development
Agenda’’;

Whereas the Daniel Pearl Freedom of the
Press Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-16622;
U.S.C. 2151 note), which was passed by unani-
mous consent in the Senate and signed into
law by President Barack Obama in 2010, ex-
panded the examination of freedom of the
press around the world in the annual human
rights report of the Department of State;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, 71 journalists and 39 citizen journal-
ists were killed in 2013 in connection with
their collection and dissemination of news
and information;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, the 3 deadliest countries
for journalists on assignment in 2013 were
Syria, Iraq, and Egypt, and in Syria, the
deadliest country for such journalists, an un-
precedented number of journalists were ab-
ducted;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, 617 journalists have
been murdered since 1992 without the per-
petrators of such crimes facing punishment;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, the 5 countries with the
highest number of unsolved journalist mur-
ders are Iraq, the Philippines, Algeria, Co-
lombia, and Somalia;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, 826 journalists and 127 citizen jour-
nalists were arrested in 2013;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, 211 journalists world-
wide were in prison on December 1, 2013;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, the 5 countries with the highest
number of journalists in prison are Syria,
China, Eritrea, Turkey, and Iran;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, the Government of Syria and ex-
tremist rebel militias have intentionally tar-
geted journalists, causing dramatic repercus-
sions for the freedom of the press throughout
the region;

Whereas the Government of the Russian
Federation has engaged in an unprecedented
campaign to silence the independent press
and undermine freedom of expression, in-
cluding its recent efforts to destabilize
Ukraine;

Whereas freedom of the press is a key com-
ponent of democratic governance, the activ-
ism of civil society, and socioeconomic de-
velopment; and

Whereas freedom of the press enhances
public accountability, transparency, and par-
ticipation: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses concern about the threats to
freedom of the press and expression around
the world following World Press Freedom
Day, held on May 3, 2014;

(2) commends journalists and media work-
ers around the world for their essential role
in promoting government accountability, de-
fending democratic activity, and strength-
ening civil society, despite threats to their
safety;

(3) pays tribute to the journalists who have
lost their lives carrying out their work;

(4) calls on governments abroad to imple-
ment United Nations General Assembly Res-
olution (A/RES/68/163), by thoroughly inves-
tigating and seeking to resolve outstanding
cases of violence against journalists, includ-
ing murders and kidnappings, while ensuring
the protection of witnesses;

(5) condemns all actions around the world
that suppress freedom of the press, such as

May 15, 2014

the recent kidnappings of journalists and
media workers in eastern Ukraine by pro-
Russian militant groups;

(6) reaffirms the centrality of freedom of
the press to efforts by the United States
Government to support democracy, mitigate
conflict, and promote good governance do-
mestically and around the world; and

(7) calls on the President and the Secretary
of State—

(A) to improve the means by which the
United States Government rapidly identifies,
publicizes, and responds to threats against
freedom of the press around the world;

(B) to urge foreign governments to trans-
parently investigate and bring to justice the
perpetrators of attacks against journalists;
and

(C) to highlight the issue of threats against
freedom of the press year-round.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 448—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE ON THE POLICY OF THE
UNITED STATES REGARDING
STABILIZING THE CURRENCY OF
UKRAINE

Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr.
CRUZ) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 448

Whereas the territorial integrity of
Ukraine has been compromised by the un-
lawful annexation of Crimea by the Russian
Federation;

Whereas the territorial integrity of
Ukraine continues to be under threat be-
cause of unlawful provocations by the Rus-
sian Federation;

Whereas ongoing economic hardships in
Ukraine are being exploited by unlawful sep-
aratist elements with allegiances to the Rus-
sian Federation;

Whereas strengthening of the economy of
Ukraine can help stabilize the unrest in the
southern and eastern parts of Ukraine and
support the territorial integrity of Ukraine;

Whereas the Russian Federation has de-
clared the Russian ruble to be legal tender in
Crimea following its unlawful annexation of
Crimea, to circulate in parallel with the
hryvnia, the national currency of Ukraine,
until January 1, 2016;

Whereas the Russian Federation will ex-
ploit currency competition between the
ruble and the hryvnia during the period both
currencies are in circulation in Crimea in an
attempt to portray the Russian-controlled
managed economy as superior to Western-
style democracy and free markets;

Whereas a stable national currency can be
important to facilitate economic growth;

Whereas the hryvnia dropped in value by 35
percent relative to the United States dollar
between January and May 2014;

Whereas currency boards have a long
record of promoting superior performance in
countries with emerging markets by spur-
ring higher economic growth rates, lower in-
flation rates, and more fiscal discipline than
central banks that employ floating exchange
rates;

Whereas the establishment of a national
currency board for Ukraine can generate a
more stable currency and enhance demand
for the hryvnia;

Whereas, under a currency board, the
hryvnia could be convertible into the United
States dollar or the euro, both of which are
dominant global reserve currencies;

Whereas the ability to convert the hryvnia
into the United States dollar or the euro
would help make the hryvnia stable and its
exchange more reliable;
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